CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

which he had formerly held and exercised
unrighteously." The long struggle between
Church and State in this matter is well
known. In this struggle the rising power of
Islam had adopted a similar attitude. The
great abhorrence of a secular "monarchy"
in opposition to a religious caliphate, as
expressed both by the dicta of tradition
and by the Abbassid historians, was in-
spired, in my opinion, by Christian dislike
of a divorce between Church and State. The
phenomenon might be explained without
reference to external influence, but if the
whole process be considered in connection,
Christian influence seems more than prob-
able.

A similar attitude was also assumed by
either religion towards the facts of eco-
nomic life. In either case the religious
point of view is characteristic. The re-
action against the tendency to condemn
secular life is certainly stronger in Islam,
but is also apparent in Christianity. Thomas
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